Residents of most rural communities in developing countries depend on surface water resources for their livelihoods. The development and management of this vital resource should as much as possible take into consideration local socioeconomic priorities if sustainable development is to be achieved at local levels in these countries. Inland river dredging is a water resource management strategy usually aimed at improving water courses for navigation, land reclamation and or mitigate flood in the dredged catchment. Dredging operations like most development projects have impacts that are often localised, and benefits that could be local, regional or national. "Good dredging practices", GDP, in industrialised countries have been aimed at balancing national/regional economic benefits, technical feasibility and environmental protection. These practices rely heavily on the quality, and quantity of available relevant base-line data. In most developing countries there is a dearth of baseline data, and often national/regional economic gains do not necessarily translate into local livelihood benefits. Hence, the basis of GDP should be extended to incorporate local livelihoods priorities, without ignoring the relevance of scientific data when it is available, the issue of technical feasibility, environmental sustainability and economic viability. This approach is relevant to the demand for equitable development in the developing world; could be used in conjunction with traditional eco-livelihoods knowledge in developing or determining appropriate approaches for sustainable surface water resources management, as well as reducing environmental conflicts between stakeholders.
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Introduction
Countries all over the world, industrialised and developing alike require programmes that have the potential of bringing about national/regional economic development. Enhancement of navigation channel, land reclamation and flood mitigation through inland river dredging has been an operation that could bring about regional/national economic growth, which makes it an issue of interest in water resources management if development projects are to be equitable to all stakeholders. Equitable development implies identifying ways in which localised impacts of development can be appropriately reduced or mitigated as well as enhancing the localised benefits of development projects; in essence such an approach encourages fair opportunities to access, use and preserve natural resources. Water resources play a key role in influencing population distribution and development of settlements, because of its inherent benefits to humans. The structural modification of river courses by dredging has both benefits and costs (some of which have long-term impacts), which are usually not equitably distributed particularly in most rural areas of the developing world. The adverse impacts of inland river dredging operations are often localised and in most situations borne by the rural populace whose livelihoods are dependent on local surface water resources. Equity should be an integral component of sustainable development (United Nations 2002) . Therefore, the benefits of planning development projects aimed at achieving intra-generational equity have the potential of reducing conflicts between stakeholders, as well as favours incorporating mitigation options that can reduce the adverse localised consequences of development.
National economic growth does not necessarily result in equitable development. Economic growth may result in profits for a company or government, and it may generate some jobs, but that alone is not sufficient for furthering development, because it does not necessarily imply poverty alleviation in the developing world (FoE 2000) . Obviously, Friends of the Earth is not an impartial source but there is a wealth of academic literature that has buttressed the above statement. For example, some research by the World Bank acknowledges that economic growth and poverty alleviation are not necessarily linked. In a study of its lending in the poorest countries, the Bank acknowledges that poverty rates increased between 1987 and 1993 from 29% to 33% in spite of increased economic growth rate (World Bank 1997) .
Furthermore, prior to the early 1970s, the Swampy Cree community of Southern Indian depended on commercial fishery. In 1970, the outflow of the lake was dammed, raising the water level by several metres and the original location of the community became submerged. Commercial fishery was adversely affected and there has been low fish catches. The community was relocated to a place with modern houses and a recreational complex and the constructed dam brought about national economic benefits. However, the recreational facilities developed to mitigate the localised impacts of the dam do not seem to have replaced fishing, trapping, and hunting as a centrepiece for these people's lives. Poverty, depression, and alcohol abuse have resulted (Rosenberg et al. 1995) . Similarly, despite the fact that petroleum contributes over 90% of Nigeria's foreign earnings, the Niger Delta that
